Phalaeuopsxs the moth orchid, is one of
the best orchids for growing in the
home and is also a favorite with green-

house growers. Culturc for Dontis, a
related genus, and Dontaenops:s, a
hybrid bcrween the two genera, is the
same as for pure Phalaenopsis.

LIGHT is easy to provide for
ghalacuopsxs They grow easily in a
t window, with liftle or no sun. An
east window is ideal in the home;
shaded-south or west windows are ac-
ceptablc In dull, northern mntcr
ates, a full south exposure ma
nccdcd Artificial lighting is exce cm
Usually four fluorescent tubes in one
fixture are placed 6" to 1’ ovcr the
leaves, 12 to 16 hours a day.
natural daylength. In a g’reenhouse
heavy shadé must be given; 70% to 85%

shade, or between 1,000 to 1,500 foot-
candles, is optimum. No shadow should
be seen if you hold your hand one foot
above the plant’s leaves.

TEMPERATURES f or goaalacnopsm

° and 85°F or

er humidi

ment must accompany er tempera-
lures the recommcndcd maximum
'90° to 95°F, Night temperatures
or several weeks
all, in order to initiate flower
spikes. Fluctuating temperatures can
cause bud drop on plants with buds

ready to open.

Phalaenopsis

WATER is esgccnally critical for
phalaenopsis. Because they have no
major water- s[orage organs other than
their leaves, they must ncvcr completely
dry out, Plants should be thoroughl
watercd and not watered again un
nearly dry thro the pot. In the heat
of summer in a te, this may be
other day; in [hc winter in a coo
ern ccnj:louse it may be every
tcn days. Water only in thc mo,
that the leaves are ‘dry rmgﬁ to
revent rot from occurnng on the
eaves.

HUMIDITY is important to ph a]acnop-
sis, the recommended humidity bein;
bctwccnSO% and 80% Iuthc home, se
lants on trays of %ravc partially
with water, so that the pots never
sit in water. Mist the plants in dry

] after blooming,

plied to promote blooming. Some
growers apply fcrtxlzzcr at 14 stre
with every watering; this is best
warm, humid conditions. When coolcr
or under dull conditions, fertilizer
should be applied once a month.

POTTING is best done in the sprin,

Phalaenopsis plan s
must be potted in a well-draining mix,
such as fir bark, treefern, various types
of stone, sphagnum moss, or combina-
tions of these. Po is usually done
every 1 to 3 years. amrc tglants can
grow in the same e potting
medium starts to m , US in
two years. Root rot occn.rs if plants are
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ow fi cnu 0 need re rung
y’ég ly, ans 5%:: repotted mpaP

grade medlum Mature plants arc

tolerated, but fall rights to S5°F
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mg tcmpcraturcs cause buds to drnp. .

Temperature Ext:eme cold is not I
en- -

GIVE. mghtsofﬁﬂ“toﬁS‘F days of 70° OB

Incrcasc water, axr mow:ment and ~GI

ch.matcs, or during dry wcathcr in thc
mornings,_only. Grouping plants
together raises the humidity by conserv-
ing the water that plants transpire, In
humid tes, as in greenhouses, it is
imperative that the humid air is moving
to prcvcnt or bacterial diseases.

am,lleavcs should be as soon as

possible, always by nightfall.

FERTILIZER should be ap hcd on a
regular schedule, cspcmal
Wcather is warm, when the p
mosto en gro . Twice-a-month ap-
lications of hi -mtrogen fertilizer
30-10-10, or a similar formulation) are
a_ppro;watc in warm, humid condi-
tions. When flowering is desired, a
high-phosphorus ferti cr (10-30-
ora ar formulation) may be ap-

(5 arc

ade me dlum
may st:li)y tm thct.
ut mus!
have il'o repot,
remove all r.hc old medium from the
gzl)ots trim soft, rotted roots, and s cad
e remaining roots over a
medium in bottom of a new pot. Fil]
the rest of the Wl medium, work-
ing it th.ro sothatthe j _|unc-
tion of roots an stem is at th
top of the medium. Keep the planl
shaded and humid, but drier in the pot,
for severa] weeks to promote new root
A vitamin B soluhun may be
gl;.:lpful in establishing plants.
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