MILTONIOFSIS CULTURE
by Joan anc David Rosenfeld

Most orchia growers dn bhe Delaware Yallsy sny away From growing
miltorndopsis, labelivg whe g@nus as difrficuld o grow. This is
unfovtunate, since tabis  genus  Ls one of the most besuwliful. The
cool growing ‘pansy® orvchid may not have the sase of coultare of its
warm growing  velative Trom Brawal, the wmilionia, but it can be
grown sucoesstully on our avea LF & Few simple regquirements are
el

Msowikth o all orondos the sasiest way to flowsr chess bDeawctlful parnsy
orchicds is to duplicate the corditions of their natural habitat.

ek dlyy there arg only Tive species of miitondiopsis, and only
three are commonly ussd dn hybridizings pidb. vexiiiaria, Milt.
vomelid, avd i, phadasnopsis. ALl o are rative o Colombia dand

prefaer relatively cool conditions. They are found growing in the
tops of trees of dense mouwntain forests at slevations between 1000
to 7E00 Test, whers they are exposed to continuows air movement,
Froguert mists ang showsers, and moderate amournts of Light. Here in
the WU.5., these conditions are most 2asily  reprodaced  in the
Facid fic NMorthwest. Since tne weathey 1in the Delaware Valley has

mere @b remes of Dotn mawmidity and tempevatore, ws must modi Tty the

arvd rornmant bo grow miltoniopsis.
Hofepot the plamts ewvery wear, diltorndopsis detest a stale mediuwm,

oD ot ovapot v Tne sprivg or sumrer winer repotting most other
plavts. Miltoriopsis are stresseo Dy hob summesey wealiher and do
ol grow dn our summeT ey are gust o brying to survive. These
plavks should e repotted Like all orvehdids, duaring periods of
active growkth. ldeally, rvepot fThem woen new growths are anpowt 1
172 ivich dail. apokhing during  the  fall ov smavly winter i
germrally besab. The most common cawsss Fov bhe demise oF plants
are intfreguent repotbting and repotting at the wroveg Limes,

¥oanmotheaey dLeportavt guiase to gooo cultore ds o wo pot the plants dn oa
small pot Wit adok ot dralnage e T s ark the  botlom.
Milbtormiopsis have Tine voots whdon oo mot Like Lo pernetrate
deaeply into whe potting mediovm. Fill the pot ait least one-third
with styrofoam pearnats or other non-water absorbing material.

*® Tie medium dtsel T can vary, bub omust retain watery and yet drain
wel 1., We wuse a comodnation of &08 Fine Tirv Daviey, 20% mediom
harlk, 20X firne pesrlite, arngd a small  amount  of  New Jealancd
ST ST P

#owdth & small pob arnd alob of orailnage matevial, wataring Deoomess
somewhat of arn art. The mediom must be moist at all times bul not
Pshy ot Watering twios a weslk i uswally satisTactory, axcept in
the summey  when  ¥oun may have o owaktsr  ewvery other day. This
Traguaenty will woreg adequately as long as pour mediuwn 05 Fresh
arel dvaivs wall. The freguency also serves o dndicate that the
mecdiwm has sufficient drainage.

3

o i lute nagh ndtrogen fertlilidzer will work fine. The ferbilizer




"

LE net neariy as dmportant o as o the  Treguent potlting and wataring
sz heclo ] s,

#oOThe optimal temperaturs vrangs is F0 Lo 80% during bhe day, ane BH
to &G at rmight.

#oMiltorapsis Like a modsl eovirvonment with good alvr movemsnt. an
ddeal humddity of S50 to FO% shoold be supplemented by good adr
mosemant Lo prevent Dactarial  and Ffungal problems. During the

summET  wharn 20% gays are Dealaware Mallsy, good air

wnmove T chie e
cihrculation dis oriticail. IFf o the plants oare An oa graesnhounss with
an evaporative cooler, place them near the coolsy for the

HBUMmMET .

¥ Thess plavts Like a  ddght  dotensity betwesn bthat veguirsed by
phalasnopsis and catiievas, ov approximately 1400 foot candles.
Luwczkily, the plarmt wilil fTell wou when L8 bds recseilving maximal
Light by twrning dns deaf Tips siilgntly pivic. The remainder of
the leaf should be light green, erect, and stiff.

MLl of fhis may @Seem overwneleing, but bhe reguirements are similar
o those of other generasa. Oust remember bhat armual repotiting at
the right bime, wsing & @small pot, good drainage, Tregquent

wataring, and good air movement are critical. The rewards are great
vy apring. The pansy-shaped bhilossoms  avching  graceTtully  dn
shades ofF red, pinik, white, and yellow are a sight to please any
orchid Lover. Plarmts of display quality with mulbiple spikes are

common and are especially storrcinmg.

Motes This article was reprivied Trom tne Deslaware Valley Orochid
Council Newslettar, VYol. 4, RNoo



