
PAPHIOPEDILUMS - SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
by Wayne Bourdette

The laciyslippers as they -3 re commonly called are a group of
terrestrial orchids consisting of four basic genera,. Gyp r ipeo iums
although originally 1 1. .;. r'i p e a together to include North American,
European and Asian species,, are now correctly linked to only the
plants found in the forests of North America,, North Asia,, arid
Eiurope „ The Southern Asian genus is Paphiopedilum., 'T'i'ie two South
American genera are Ph rag iTii peel i uris arid the seldom seen genus
Seleniped ium .,

r 1 owe r s i n t h i s g r oup a r e usua 1 1 y ve T' y c i st :i. ric 't i ve w i t h t h e 1 i p a nci
dorsal sepal in many cases being the most prominent features.. There
are Phragi'iipediums, however,, like [::'...»..„ .';iJi.y.SJ.iMKi that produce
iricredibly long petals that will actually continue to grow until
they touch the ground., wnicn some experts think may allow
pollinators access to the flowers,. The petals can ;:)e slender,
carried laterally, and add a sense of grace ana elegance to the
flowers or they can be more rigid arid ooldly marked as in Pjajih....
aMJl!lsJi:yii.i 'l;-0 give a more dramatic effect,. Lips or pouches as they
are called by most orchid growers, for the most part have the
appearance of a "slipper" and are usually different shades of green
and orowns to almost black in some of the most modern hyb r i ds . in
the more recent years with the discovery of the Chinese
Paphiopedliucis, some incredible new colored flowers nave emerged,,
Ej.R!i;L0.&*£!.il.u.D. :;KZiTJ.e.lLi.J.c.iAD.._. produces the most breathtaking golden
yellow flowers,, F'aph „ ma liRoense ados flowers of a large size in
the apple green tones., arid Pa.p h ., ?!.l.c..r.J.Ir.tJJ.u.D. -adds rose tones, greens
arid yellow tints in addition to its almost out of proportion 1 arge
lip., There are many more to appeal to almost anyones tastes whether
they be for the D i /:arre or the incredibly dramatic..

Another interest ing aspect to consider about these plants is the
number of flowers that they can carry per inflorescence™ Species
like P a p h ,. bjLlJLiLlLkUJi-i!l! will produce a single very round flower that
is white with oold burgundy spotting,. P.{i!Ji?.n..... .LQ.Vii.ii-. <"^n yield three
to six flowers on a gracefully arching inflorescence and on
specimens can easily have over one hundred flowers.

There are a myriad of possible options wnether you enjoy species
arid or hyo rid s, have only a small space for plants or have a
greenhouse., You can imagine the possibilities when it comes to
hybridizing, growers are aole to choose the most desirable
characteristics,, such as color,, size,, f lor if erousness .., ease of
cultivation, and oreea to achieve these goals producing plants to
sat isf y anyone „

All the members of tnis tribe lack psuedobulbs arid are not capable
of storing water,, There is generally a snort stem or rhizome
connecting the qrowtns or fans of leaves,, as they are commonly
called., The flowers will develop from the center of this fan arid
the buds can often be seen quite early in their development*

One of the real positives of this group is that these plants can be
grown in a variety of places.. You definitely do not need a
areenhou.se to do wonaers with these marvelous orchids.. A recent



Awarci of Her it fror'i the ADS of 83 points was granted to a
windowsi 11 grown plant of ,;;;aj:>n_,,. SLfidJLLLSiisLg :'-n this region (grower
Barbara W:i. Icif e:i. r , Mat inecoc i< Orchid Society) to illustrate this
p o i nt ,. W :i. nd ows :i. 11 s ,, wa r d :i. a n c: a ses „ und e r f 1 uo r esc ent a nd
i nc arid esc: ent lights in casements or gar'ages.,, sun rooms,, arid heaven
knows where else., are suitable places to cultivate this group-

The Key issues in cultivation are that the plants GO not totally
dry out, out that they nave good drainage at the roots, have
temperatures between 53 a no 65 degrees F at night arid receive
filtered direct sunlight or artificial light to sustain good growth
ana encourage flowering,. Choose a media that will no Id some
moisture but will be coarse enougn to allow some air to get to the
root system- Find a location to allow some temperature drop to the
suggested night temperatures anove,. Finally,, provide enough
sunlight to have a gooa liqnt green leaf color, out not oark green
that looks lush and produces foliage and no flowers,,

This has been a orief glimpse into the strange, bizarre,
breathtaking, and majestic world of the ladyslipper„ Every
collection should finci room for triese interesting ana fascinating
orchids,, The best part is that anyone can be successful in growing
them „

Mote;; Tnis article was reprinted from the i...ong Island Orchid
Society Newsletter, November 1993,, w'ayne Bourdette is the
Editor arid Member of I... I OS-


