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SOFPHRONITIS COCCINEA AND ITS IMFACT ON MODERN HYERIDS

by Wayre Bowroedte

T oot ever sean any Sophrondtdis species v bloom it odis bhard wot

o admire them. wWho could nmot Liks a plant that dis only £-3 inches

tall with a brilliant aorvangs to ved Flowsr over inches in natural

mpraad. Lo oobther words the Tlower L8 an @any cases much Larger bhan
the growkth it matures on.

marwslows plants oocouy naturally dn SBowibhern Brazil and in
thee counbries contiguouws o the Braziiilean oorder at that point.,
Thits dreludes  drugoay,  Movoheastarn Argerhita,  and faraguay . We
ave s8en at amt  one plant of Sophroniitis carnoaa from Paraguay
within the last yo2ar dn Diloom dn The Hoviheast Reogdlon of tThne A08
Lduddoiong Systam.,
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Boms of whe naoitat dnformation fouwnd L relference oooks, describes
these plavts  growing  dn tr in  extremely humid, moss-hoog,
vather shady  forests at  mediwn elevations.  This i kind of
drteresting considering that most collectors show pictures of Lthese
great Little plants growing on virtually leafless brees, in Tull
sun and  at  relatively ocool temperatures (A5-H0°F.  at  night).
RpveEmDE T Thesgs poirls WO Byl t o T anl flowar +fhem
successfully.

The genus Sophrovitis was oviginally named in 1824 by lLindley when
a Mra. Harvison  of dverpool, Bnglanc bloomed & plant  of
Sophronitis rrta Civcorveactly lLabeled acunas somaelimes by growers
angd o publications ). Dophvonitis ds devived from the Greek word
sophron which  means  modest v refersnos ho  Lthe sixe of  fhe
arwideiaua . Flowes s i
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Tt%s fagoinating 2o briefly look back to whalt was dovne with &,

mEea now o aimost 100 wears or more ago by bhe sarly English

Pyl v revs. Mames thalt constantly pop wup  Ln the historical works
o archid bresdevs include Vedltoh, Charlssworth, Marvviob, arnd Ball.
Toess ware the Lrue pilionseers, who left us a legacy of knowledge on
w5 3 m@EnasEcl wnsEn orecd wLth o oertaln rvmu (1 ﬂ{‘)t-'-h:"i c:-”-'; " ]'ru
LG, gilstared Soe, Hatemarnniana © . Q. A
3 3 Thi sootruly ore of my favorite primary I]}’L}Y‘ Lo
nigg Flowers in oo raitebow of colors with sigrnificant splashes
o bhedr petais. They are  guite striking ang wary dramatically
Breatwasan different  olones.  Another  tervific hybrid was made by
Vedtoh in 18%0, So. Dalypso ( G. o L0 ] i, B cireea Y. This
hybrid increased whe size of the Soporonitis Flowsr and produced
rose pink flowers on wvery dwar? plants.

Dharliesworiie mane So. Dleopatra 0. o &
3 & Tlm it bata  drfLuance iy darken and intensify i“(.il(.’)r": ard
offaers a gens pool for s dn hiyoridizing. § have a olorm
of Fotinara Scarviet Dynast ;' windoh has Sc. Dieopatra as ong parent
anc hode o a wevy dotense veos Tlowsac witho dts ondly faulilt that if dis
atarvy shaped.

D Firnal  sarviy hybrid  that  nas  been wsed as  a parent for
additional r;m::'r at L{JT:‘ i, 4 CTOSE 0T uj i na} Ly made in 1904 by Roll
called 8. Doris ¢ = ; Ty o hhe most Famous
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cohome of  wnloh o ds propably ‘Famelat. Thess plants arve gquite small
and have a good ved colorv and nioe cound Tull Flowsy .

el Ty g irrbo some o Lhe more  CEcent

worndey Ful bhings nave ooourved since Lhoss
primary hwbrids. 5. Jdinm € b
whiich germerated warvy dwarf plant
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anac see What
afforts with the
_____ : Towas a Cross
o mtarry shaped Tlowsrs about
acrass Ln hbns orangs-orvecd tonss andg might hawve 2-3 Tlowers per
wlham. Fovarn larger  Flowevs  wars gerercated by anobher cross, S1.
Fawohe O L. oidnnabarina = S, coocinss 2. This grex produces up to
Tive flowsrs per dnfiorescence and @ach can e almost 3" across.
The orange-red flowsrs are produced on plants abowk &Y tall.
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One exceptional hybvid  that has produced 4 vangse  of brightly
colored Flowsers from solid yellows to v oredds with yellow Lips
waw o, Beaufort 0 £ e % 35 a3 d.o Ak has retained the

weary dwarft  Form of Sophron parent worile oreating 4 whole
host of axciting color combinations. This grex was nob madse untbil
1265, but singe bthat Lime bhas been wsed as a parent of mind-e
cattleyvas over 50 f1imes. Looguess  hhat says  something abowt

gqualities that it dmpar o dts offspring. When Sc. Beawfort was
crossed by (0. padd in 1983 another exciting hybrid resulted,

mamac So. Orystells Smith. The flower size increased while the
plavhks stayed small and a woolde popuiation of wery nigh guality

Flowesrs resulted dn pink toress with yellow Lips.
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This article only scratoches the surface of this tevrific group of
hybrids that offer small pilants with brilliavily colored flowers,
There are  ocurrently osey 25 hybrid  gersrva Trom  Bishopara  +o
Stacyara wnlcn all nave Sophroniiis as one part of the parerntage.
These dwar® pybricds wiill always have a place in oronid colisctions
as the show they put on dn a small space is JdiPFicult Lo beat.
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